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The minutes of Burial Grounds Committee Meeting held at Cheddleton Community Centre, Hollow Lane, Cheddleton  on Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 7pm.

ATTENDANCE

Present Councillors: M Ahmad (Chair), V Cornes, S Rogers, M Worthington
Absent Councillors: None
Clerk: Melanie Matthews
Members of the public: 3 plus Rev Henry Hope

MINUTES

Meeting started late at 7.15pm

1. Apologies 
None
2. Declaration of personal & prejudicial interest or requests 
None

3. Chair to close the meeting for public session
A resident expressed concern regarding the Vera Heath donation, noting that the donation had been received in October 2022 and had been discussed at multiple meetings without resolution. The resident asked whether the family had been thanked for the donation. The Clerk confirmed that she had seen proof that the solicitors who organised the payment, as set out in the will, had been asked to pass on the Council’s thanks to the family. The resident also asked when the matter would be resolved. Cllr Mahfooz apologised for the delays to date and stated that the matter would be finalised as soon as possible, adding that any excess costs would be supported by himself if necessary. The Clerk confirmed that the donation had originally been intended for the burial borders; however, these had already been paid for and the donation had not been used. She advised that it would be inappropriate to backdate the allocation, but that the Council would make a formal decision and she would ensure the matter was followed through in a timely manner.

4. Minutes of the Meetings
Agreed to confirm and accept the minutes of Burial Grounds Committee on 21st October 2025 as true and accurate record
5. Vera Heath Donation
Agreed that the £500 donation from Vera Heath would be used towards the purchase of a statue, together with a plaque, to be placed in the corner of St Edward’s Cemetery.
It was further agreed that, upon completion, an email would be sent to the solicitors with a request that this be passed on to the family to confirm how the donation had been used.

6. Thefts from Graves
Agreed to continue monitoring the grounds and to request a report on locations where cameras have been purchased and installed, in order to consider whether this would be an appropriate course of action for the Council to follow. It was further agreed that a Facebook post would be issued asking residents to report any incidents or concerns to the Clerk.

7. Accessibility access – St Edwards Lawn Cemetery
Agreed that an accessibility needs assessment be carried out and the findings brought back to the Committee for consideration. This work will be undertaken by the Clerk together with Cllrs Rogers and Cornes.

8. Risk Assessment
Deferred for until annual review in May.

9. Request for small tree
Agreed to confirm that permission would be granted for a tree to be planted with a plaque, but that no ashes would be permitted. Cllr Cornes will liaise with the family regarding the type of tree. It was further agreed that the Burial Grounds Policy be updated to include a section on memorial trees, including reference to a possible donation towards ongoing maintenance.

10. GP Grave Stones
Agreed that GP Grave Stones will not be approved supplier/ mason and any future applications will be declined.

11. Sunken Graves
Agreed to confirm for contractor to lie excess soil on effected graves.
12. Review of Costs
Agreed to add £5 to each charge to each cost on burials.

13. Date of next meeting 
The date will be confirmed at the Annual General Meeting of the Council on 26 May 2026, but it is anticipated that the next meeting will take place in July 2026.

END OF MEETING at 8.27pm
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