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Meeting of the Full Council

[bookmark: _Hlk532209324]Dear Councillors,

Councillors are summoned to a Full Council Meeting of Cheddleton Parish Council which will be held at Wetley Rocks Village Hall, Mill Lane on Tuesday 28th April 2026 at 8pm.

The press and public are invited to attend the meeting.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs. M Matthews
Parish Clerk and RFO

AGENDA

1. Apologies 
To receive any apologies (through the Clerk in accordance with Standing Orders).
2. Declaration of personal & prejudicial interest or requests 
For dispensation on any item on the agenda. Members should notify Monitoring officer within 28  days if not already declared.
3. Purdah Period
Please note that the Council is currently in the pre-election period (Purdah) in advance of the elections taking place on 7th May.
As a result, certain items have not been brought forward to this meeting, and some questions submitted may not be responded to until after the election period has concluded.
Councillors are reminded to exercise caution during this time and ensure that they do not:
· Use Council resources or their position to promote or oppose any political party or candidate 
· Make public statements that could be perceived as politically biased in their official capacity 
· Engage in activities that may compromise the Council’s neutrality 
Your cooperation in adhering to these guidelines is appreciated.

4. Chair to close the meeting for public session
To note, there was an unanswered question from the last meeting regarding expenditure to date on the garages. The current total is £30,000 for the garages, £3,193 in legal fees, and £120 for the asbestos report, giving a combined total of £33,313, excluding any Clerk time.

Members of the public are invited to address the Council on any issue over which it has a power.

5. Minutes - Attached
Proposal to confirm and accept the minutes of Full Council on 24th March 2026 as true and accurate record
To note minutes for committee meetings:
· Burial Ground Committee – 10th March
· Planning and Amenities Committee – 24th March

6. Clerks Report
Since the last meeting, I have undertaken the following:
· Completed the new Council website, which is now live 
· Transferred all emails to the new system 
· Commissioned the statue for the Vera Heath Legacy, which is currently in production 
· Attended a site visit to Advanced Proteins 
· Brought all burial paperwork up to date 
· Reviewed and made progress or completed all resolutions passed by Council and its committees since my appointment 
· Completed this year’s Mazars training and commenced year-end processes 
· Finalised and submitted VAT, payroll, and pension year-end returns 
· Set up the new Scribe accounts system and started processing invoices and BACS payments as part of the transition to a cashless system 
· Initiated discussions regarding potential funding opportunities and volunteer engagement
· Preparing for the audit later this month 

Looking ahead, I will be focusing on:
· Reviewing contracts and agreements 
· Developing and updating Council policies 
· Continuing improvements and updates to the website 

7. Bank Reconciliations - Attached
Proposal to confirm bank reconciliation for March along with the relevant income and expenditure reports.

8. Payments – Attached
Proposal to accept and process payments for April

Due to insufficient funds currently held in the main account, pending receipt of the first half of the precept, it is proposed to transfer £15,000 from the CCLA account to the NatWest account to cover payments and direct debits.
It is further proposed that this amount be returned to the CCLA account once the precept funds have been received.
Proposal to approve the transfer of £15,000 from the CCLA account to the NatWest account to cover interim payments, with the funds to be reimbursed to CCLA upon receipt of the precept.

9. Update on Highway Issues 
Cllr Beardmore to report 

10. Planning Delegation
The Council continues to encounter situations where planning applications are received after the agenda publication deadline, preventing their inclusion, or where response deadlines fall before the next meeting of the Planning and Amenities Committee. To address this, it is proposed that delegated authority be introduced.
Proposal where a planning application consultation deadline falls before the next scheduled meeting of the Planning and Amenities Committee, the application will be circulated to all committee members by email. Members will be given a specified deadline to respond. Where responses are received from at least three members (quorum) and a clear majority view is established, this will be used to inform a decision made under delegated authority by the Clerk, in consultation with the Chair (or Vice-Chair). All decisions made under this delegation will be reported to the next Planning and Amenities Committee meeting.

11. Utilities Contracts 
At the previous meeting, it was reported that the Council’s utilities contracts were due to expire, and it was resolved to move to Octopus Energy on a 24-month fixed contract at the quoted rates. However, upon revisiting the quotes, it was found that prices had changed significantly and continue to fluctuate due to ongoing global factors. The originally quoted rates initially increased substantially, and although they have since reduced closer to the original figures, they are now only available on a 12-month contract. An 18-month option is available at a slightly higher cost, while a 24-month option is currently unavailable. Given the volatility of pricing and the need to secure a contract promptly, it is considered impractical for this matter to return to full Council for approval each time prices change.
Proposal to grant delegated authority to the Clerk to transfer both electricity and gas supplies for the Community Centre and Craft Centre to Octopus Energy on the most suitable fixed-term contract available at the time of agreement.

12. Ballots - Community Centre Car Park and Garages
It was previously agreed that ballots would be held for both the Community Centre car park and the garages. Following a more recent proposal to hold a separate meeting regarding the garages, the ballot for the garages has been deferred pending the outcome of that meeting.
The ballot process for the Community Centre car park may now proceed. Six applications have been received to date and by the deadline.
Proposals:
· That the six applicants be granted permits, subject to receipt of payment 
· That the remaining four permits be allocated on a first come, first served basis and may be permitted to hold more than one permit per household 
· That all permits issued will remain valid until the Annual Assembly Meeting in April 2027

13. Well Dressing
Cllr Shaw and Harvey to report
Proposal to allow Cllr Shaw and Harvey to continue plans on well dressing while keeping clerk informed.

14. Neighbourhood Governance Pack - Attached
Clerk through SPCA has been asked to distribute the attached pack for councillors viewing and recommendation.
Proposal for Clerk to write to the MP enclosing this motion and requesting active lobbying on behalf of parish and town councils during the development of regulations under the EDCE Bill.

15. Cutting of Trees
Cllr Harvey to report
Proposal for council to decide next steps

16. Facilitation of Away Day
Members advised that an away day had previously been considered to provide an opportunity for councillors to address outstanding matters, undertake role-based training, and develop a strategic plan.
A quote has been obtained from Support Staffordshire to facilitate the session at a cost of £420 plus expenses.
Council is asked to:
· Consider whether to appoint an external facilitator or for the Clerk to lead the session
· Confirm suitable dates for the away day
Proposal that Council determines the preferred approach to facilitation and agrees next steps, including potential dates.

17. Annual Council Meeting
The annual parish meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 26th May at 7.30pm at Cheddleton Community Centre.

18. Date of next meeting 
The next full council meeting will be held on Tuesday 26th May at 8.15pm at Cheddleton Community Centre.

END OF MEETING 
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