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Minutes of the Full Council


The minutes of Full Council Meeting held at Wetley Rocks Village Hall on Tuesday 28th April 2026 at 8pm.

ATTENDANCE

Present Councillors: M Ahmad (Chair), K Grocott, V Cornes, K Harvey, S Johnson, S Rogers, L Shaw, M Worthington, S Beardmore, J Sain-Reiners, M Beaumont, A Grocott
Absent Councillors: S Bagnall, O Pointon, A Grocott
Clerk: Melanie Matthews
Members of the public: 13

MINUTES


1. Apologies 
None
2. Declaration of personal & prejudicial interest or requests 
None
3. Purdah Period
Noted

4. Chair to close the meeting for public session
A resident asked whether a structural report for the garages had been completed or was planned. The Clerk confirmed that no report has yet been undertaken, but a dedicated garages meeting is scheduled, after elections and all related matters will be discussed.
Another resident requested an explanation of the EMR (Earmarked Reserve) for Asset Transfer. The Clerk explained that this reserve has been set aside in case of future local government reorganisation, enabling the parish to take on ownership of assets locally if required.
A further question was raised regarding the inspection of accounts, specifically when it would take place, how members of the public could obtain contact details to submit objections, and whether councillors are also able to object. The Clerk advised that the accounts and sign-off dates will be confirmed at the May Full Council meeting. Following this, the period for the exercise of public rights will begin, with all relevant contact details published on the council’s website, Facebook page, and noticeboards. It was also confirmed that councillors are permitted to raise objections with the external auditors, Mazars.
A resident asked whether any of the four playing fields maintained by the parish are protected under Fields in Trust, and why they had been transferred. Cllr Worthington responded that none of the playing fields are currently under Fields in Trust protection. He explained that Cheddleton Playing Field was transferred due to difficulties in raising funds under its previous governance structure.
Another resident enquired whether there is a forward plan outlining the council’s future priorities. The Clerk advised that this would be addressed later in the agenda, with plans to develop a strategic plan setting out aims and objectives for the coming years.
A question was raised about resident representation on council committees, including who currently serves, whether positions are re-elected, and how to apply. Cllr Rogers confirmed that two residents, Robbie and Gwyn, currently sit on the Footpaths Committee. The Clerk added that all committees will be re-elected in May, and forthcoming agendas will include details on how residents can apply. Previously, appointments were made from those attending meetings and expressing an interest.
Another resident asked about Malcolm’s legacy plan. The Clerk confirmed that a memorial bench has been ordered and that the council is working with Malcolm’s wife to ensure appropriate arrangements are made.
Finally, resident asked about Item 21 regarding Speed Watch, specifically whether more volunteers are needed. Cllr Beardmore advised that training has already been carried out on two separate days, with 12 volunteers now trained and ready to begin. Of these, 10 are allocated to Wetley Rocks and 2 to Cheddleton. Anyone interested in volunteering for the Cheddleton group is encouraged to get in contact.
5. Minutes 
Agreed to confirm and accept the minutes of Full Council on 24th March 2026 as true and accurate record
6. Clerks Report
Noted

7. Bank Reconciliations 
Agreed to confirm bank reconciliation for March along with the relevant income and expenditure reports.

8. Payments 
Agreed to accept and process payments for April

9. Update on Highway Issues 
The following highways works and closures are scheduled:
· 13th May – Gully cleaning will take place at Plough Bank Mill. 
· 20th May – Gully cleaning will be carried out on Huntley Road. 
· Leek Road - Cellarhead to Meir closed until 25th May. 
· A52 Kingsley Road – Road closure in place from 26th May to 21st June. 
· A53 Leek Road – Road closure scheduled from 22nd June to 14th August. 
· Ashbank – Road closure in place for the duration of August.

10. Planning Delegation
Agreed where a planning application consultation deadline falls before the next scheduled meeting of the Planning and Amenities Committee, the application will be circulated to all committee members by email. Members will be given a specified deadline to respond. Where responses are received from at least three members (quorum) and a clear majority view is established, this will be used to inform a decision made under delegated authority by the Clerk, in consultation with the Chair (or Vice-Chair). All decisions made under this delegation will be reported to the next Planning and Amenities Committee meeting.

11. Utilities Contracts 
Agreed to grant delegated authority to the Clerk to transfer both electricity and gas supplies for the Community Centre and Craft Centre to Octopus Energy on the most suitable fixed-term contract available at the time of agreement.

12. Ballots - Community Centre Car Park and Garages
Agreed:
· That the six applicants be granted permits, subject to receipt of payment 
· That the remaining four permits be allocated on a first come, first served basis and may be permitted to hold more than one permit per household 
· That all permits issued will remain valid until the Annual Assembly Meeting in April 2027
· Review and amend the policy, if necessary, to state that HGVs and vehicles that do not fit within a designated parking space are not permitted.

13. Well Dressing
Cllr Shaw reported that a group of volunteers has been working on the well at Bridge Ey, uncovering steps and carrying out general tidying works. The group has also located the original boards from the 2019 Well Dressing, which will be reused to create a new display this year. Plans include inviting local community groups to each contribute a board.

Agreed that a working group comprising Cllr Beardmore, Cllr Shaw, and Cllr Harvey will continue to develop the Well Dressing plans, keeping the Clerk informed. The agreed theme for this year is “Community Life.” A Facebook post will be issued to seek donations towards the project. A delegated budget of £500 was approved to enable completion in time for the Open Gardens event on 20th–21st June, including inclusion in the event booklet.

14. Neighbourhood Governance Pack - Attached
Agreed for Clerk to write to the MP enclosing this motion and requesting active lobbying on behalf of parish and town councils during the development of regulations under the EDCE Bill.

15. Cutting of Trees
Cllr Harvey reported that trees located within private gardens and the wooded area along Footpath 38 have been felled, with branches and trunks subsequently dumped in the woodland. It was noted that similar incidents have occurred previously without action being taken.
On this occasion, the Clerk has issued a letter to the relevant parties, and Cllr Harvey has also spoken directly with local residents.
Agreed that the Arboriculture Officer at SMDC will be contacted in the first instance to investigate the matter further.

16. Facilitation of Away Day
Deferred until June Full Council Meeting.

17. Annual Council Meeting
The annual parish meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 26th May at 7.30pm at Cheddleton Community Centre.

18. Date of next meeting 
The next full council meeting will be held on Tuesday 26th May at 8.15pm at Cheddleton Community Centre.

END OF MEETING 9.38pm
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