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Attendance P- Present, A -Absent
	Cllr Sue Rogers (Chair)
	P
	
	Cllr Su Beardmore (Vice)
	P
	
	Cllr Mahfooz Ahmad
	P

	Cllr Christine Alcock
	P
	
	Cllr Garry Allen
	P
	
	Cllr Stewart Bagnall
	A

	Cllr Michelle Beaumont
	P
	
	Cllr Val Cornes
	P
	
	Cllr Andrea Grocott
	P

	Cllr Georgia Grocott
	P
	
	Cllr Kevin Grocott
	P
	
	Cllr Keith Harvey
	P

	Cllr Steve Johnson
	P
	
	Cllr Oliver Pointon
	A
	
	Cllr Janice Sain-Reiners
	P

	Cllr Lorraine Shaw
	P
	
	Cllr Micheal Worthington
	P
	
	Melanie Matthews (Clerk)
	P


Public Present

MINUTES

1. Election of Chair for 2026/2027
Agreed to elect Cllr Sue Rogers as Chair for 2026/2027 
Cllr Rogers signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

Cllr Harvey left the meeting.

2. Election of Vice Chair for 2026/2027
Agreed to elect Cllr Su Beardmore as Vice Chair for 2026/2027
Cllr Beardmore signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

3. Apologies 
None
4. Welcome new councillors
Chair welcomed newly elected Councillors Alcock and Allen

5. Declaration of personal & prejudicial interest or requests 
None
6. Chair to close the meeting for public session
A resident asked councillors whether they fully understood Item 7 and councillors confirmed that they understood the General Power of Competence.
Another resident referred to the auditor’s report under Item 15, noting concerns that the Council’s general reserves were dangerously low and that spending had taken place during a period when there was no official Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) in post. The resident asked whether councillors believed the purchase of the garages had been the right decision. Council responded that they were required to follow the outcome and confirmed that an Extraordinary Meeting would be arranged soon to discuss the garages in full. It was also confirmed that no income had been received and no permits had been issued to date, pending the garages meeting.
A resident asked when works at Wetley Rocks would commence. Cllr Beardmore advised that there was currently no planned start date, as the works were more substantial than first anticipated.
Another resident raised concerns regarding Item 10, stating that the Council should reflect carefully before appointing representatives to outside bodies due to the governance responsibilities involved. The resident also requested improved communication and reporting back to the Council from those representatives. This was noted.
A resident queried whether the policies published on the website alongside the evening’s meeting agenda were draft or approved versions. It was confirmed that the policies were draft documents for consideration and approval at that evening’s meeting.
Another resident asked about volunteering opportunities for footpath work. Cllr Rogers confirmed that she would provide the relevant details.

7. General Power of Competence
Agreed that the Council confirms it meets the eligibility criteria for the General Power of Competence, namely that the Clerk holds CiLCA and at least two-thirds of councillors have been elected and therefore adopts the General Power of Competence.

8. To appoint members to the following committees:
Agreed to confirm the following members to each committee and an advertisement for resident representative positions will also be issued, with appointments to be considered for resolution at the first committee meeting.
· Planning and Footpaths – Cllrs Allen, Beardmore, Rogers, Shaw, Beaumont, Ahmad
· CCMC – Cllrs Johnson, Ahmad, Allen, Alcock, Beardmore, Rogers, Shaw and Caretaker Christina
· Assets & Services – Cllrs G Grocott, Johnson, K Grocott, Ahmad, Beaumont, Cornes, Shaw, Alcock, Allen
· HR – Cllrs Cornes, Sein-Reiners, Alcock, Rogers, A Grocott
Agreed to confirm that Finance Committee will be made up of Chair and Vice Chairs of all committees, Chaired by Full Council Chair

9. Calendar of Meetings 
Agreed to confirm dates and times of meetings throughout the year.

10. To appoint members to the following external bodies:
Agreed the following representatives for each external body
· Cheddleton Cautionary Lands Trust – Cllrs Sein-Reiners, Beaumont, Ahmad, Johnson and Alcock for a 3 year term
· Staffordshire Moorlands Parish Assembly – Cllrs Rogers and Beardmore
· Wetley Rocks Village Hall – Cllr Sein-Reiners
· Advanced Protein Liaison Group Meeting – Cllrs Rogers and Allen
· Cheddleton Pound & War Memorial Keeper – Christina 
· Wetley Rocks War Memorial Keeper - Justine

11. Policies 
Agreed to confirm and accept policies
· Standing Orders
· Financial Regulations
· Publication Scheme
· Risk Assessment
· Code of Conduct

12. Memberships and Direct Debits 
Agreed to accept and continue with direct debits and memberships

13. Online Banking Signatories 
Agreed to transfer banking arrangements to Unitary Trust Bank.
Agreed no changes to account signatories 
Nat West – MM, VC, LS, SR, KG
CCLA – MM, VC, LS, SR, KG 
Cheques – VC, LS, SR, KG


14. Internal Auditor
Agreed to Kim Squires as our internal auditor for 2026/27

15. Internal Audit Report 
Agreed to confirm and accept internal audit report.

16. Earmarked Reserves (EMR)
Agreed that Council considers and approves the recommended amendments to Earmarked Reserves to restore and maintain an appropriate General Reserve balance.

17. AGAR 
Agreed to approve the annual governance statement (section 1)
Chair and clerk to signed Annual Governance Statement
Agreed to approve the accounting statements (section 2) 
Chair to signed Accounting Statements
Agreed to exercise public rights on 2nd June 2026 commencing 3rd June 2026 and ending 15th July 2026.  

END OF MEETING 
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